
 

 

McCloud Chamber of Commerce Newsletter • November 2017 Volume 2, Issue 1  

by the McCloud Chamber Board 

The Chamber Board members have been asked on several occasions – 
why do we have a chamber, what does the chamber do, what does the 
chamber do for its members, 
what does the chamber do 
with the monies earned from 
the event, etc.?  We, the 
Board members, will answer 
these and other questions. 

The McCloud Chamber was 
established to promote the 
interests of the local business-
es. The nature of our area has 
extended the meaning of local 
to include businesses in close 
by towns and areas. We (the 
McCloud Chamber Board) are 
in the process of growing a 
Visitors Center, which pro-
vides visitors and local resi-
dents with places of interest 
in the surrounding area, places to stay, places, eat and things to do in 
our beautiful outdoors.  The Visitor’s Center depends on chamber 
members to give us rack cards, business cards and brochures. We also 
solicit information from other chambers and surrounding areas to pass 
along to the visitors. We have maps of local trails, lakes and various 
sites.  

The chamber along with some of the members have volunteered to 
partner and advertise our community to the rest of California and 
Southern Oregon, through social media, newspaper and various publi-
cations. In the last two years, that partnership has involved the San 
Francisco Chronicle, in a very successful campaign. We have also ad-
vertised in the Mt. Shasta Herald, After 5, Parent Magazine, Jefferson 
Backroads and Northstate Parent. 

The Chamber’s website, www.mccloudchamber.com, provides infor-
mation about each of our members, what they provide or offer, how 
to contact them and if they have a website, a link is provided. Each 
chamber member pays a reasonable, annual fee for membership. The 
membership has grown over the years and we look forward to contin-
ued growth. 

While most chambers focus on the business community, the McCloud 
Chamber focuses not only on the businesses, but on our community as 
well. 

The Chamber has several events during the year – Mushroom 
Festival over Memorial Day weekend; The Flea Market 
on the 1st Sunday in June; Bluegrass Festival and 
Bike-toberfest  in September, Apple Harvest in 
October, the Dog, Pony and Bike Parade on the 
Saturday after Thanksgiving and Christmas Mag-
ic on the 1st Friday in December.  These events 
bring people to the area, puts people in beds, 
people in restaurants, people in stores, people 
buying property and hiring locals and buying in 
the local stores etc. In addition, the proceeds 
from these events have supported and support 
many of the town’s non-profits, for example: the 

McCloud Heritage Junction Museum, the McCloud Library, the 
McCloud Fire Department, the McCloud Recreation Council, the Great 
Shasta Rail Trail Association (GSRTA); and the McCloud High School 
and Elementary School music programs. 

The Chamber also supports many 
events in town through monetary 
donations and volunteering – 
namely the McCloud Recreation-
al Council (Lumberjack Fiesta); 
the McCloud Alumni’s Car Show; 
and several of the McCloud High 
School’s projects.   

The McCloud Chamber is made 
up entirely of volunteers, with 
the exception of a part time con-
tracted employee. The Board 
members, four (4) of whom are 
business persons, and 3 are non-
business persons, volunteer their 
time for meetings, events, com-
mittees in addition to their cham-
ber duties. At this time, most 
board members run an event in 

town, and serve on other chamber related committees as well as other 
organizations. We have enjoyed the roles we have played in building 
this organization and supporting the events in town. 

 

 

The Bylaws call for the Chamber Board to have seven (7) members, but 
we presently have six, with one member resigning to work on her new 
business. Of the current six (6) members, three (3) are business mem-
bers and three (3) are non-business persons. Each of the members has 
board responsibilities– sitting on outside committees, running events, 
finding volunteers to run the office, financial officer, secretarial duties, 
etc. 

However, we need help. We need members to show their commit-
ment to the chamber by running for offices, for volunteering an hour 
or two at events, for being on event committees. The chamber works 
through the efforts of you the members. Without your input, we will 
not have a chamber. We believe the chamber board has done an ex-
cellent job in advertising the town, bringing visitors to town, which 
puts people in beds and in restaurants and in retail stores and the 
trickle down to a myriad of other jobs in McCloud and beyond. This 
has helped more businesses to come to town and help them grow. We 
need your help and ask that you give the chamber the support we 

need to continue growing. With your help we can grow and 
in doing so our community will as well. 

303 Main St.  

McCloud, CA 96057 

Open Thursday through Saturday 

11 am to 3 pm 

530-964-3113 

info@mccloudchamber.com 



 

 

by Chelsea Johnson 

You are taking your lunch break and you have 20 minutes of free time. 
What do you do? At some point, you are probably going to scroll 
through your Facebook feed. Good or bad, people spend increasingly 
more of their time tapped into social media. Consequently if you want 
your business to stay relevant to your market, you must have a visible 
and active presence on social media.  

Given that people spend more of their time on social media, these 
platforms represent a growing opportunity to efficiently and effectively 
advertise in a “word-of-mouth” fashion, which is one of the most effec-
tive marketing tools we have because it is less “gimmicky” 
than print or banner ads.  

“But, can’t I just do things the old-fashioned way and 
share my passion for my business via in-person conversa-
tions?” Of course you can, and you should if you are pas-
sionate about furthering your business goals! However,  
social media is more efficient at spreading that message 
and must be employed as well. Face-to face interactions 
limit your reach, plain and simple. For example, you may 
only be able talk in person to 100 people over the course 
of one week. On the other hand, with one post through 
social media, you can create points of contact with hundreds of people 
in a matter of minutes, sometimes even seconds.  

Social media platforms are valuable business tools in other ways as 
well. A Facebook business page gives the account holder access to addi-

tional functions—linking the account to a website, creating “call to ac-
tion” buttons, and more. One hidden gem, however, is that these pages 
also keep track of demographics for everyone who interacts with your 
page. Under the “Insights” tab and the section titled “People”, you can 
view detailed demographics for all of the following people:  

• People who like your Page 

• People who Follow your Page 

• People who have seen content associated with your Page 
(but have not necessarily visited your Page) 

• People talking about your Page   

These demographics can and should be used in determining the market 
at which to aim targeted marketing campaigns.  

While the list of benefits for businesses engaged in social 
media goes on, one more item is worth mentioning here. 
As members of a chamber of commerce, we ought to sup-
port our fellow members and businesses within the com-
munity. Social media makes that REALLY easy. By simply 
liking and following the pages of your fellow businessmen 
and women, we increase their visibility as well as increas-
ing our opportunities to share content by receiving up-
dates from their pages directly to our feeds. Sharing con-

tent and liking pages also makes others more likely to do 
the same for you in return!  

If you have questions about social media and how to leverage it to en-
hance your own business, feel free to contact the chamber office at 
info@mccloudchamber.com.  

by Claudette Silvera 

For the last five (5) years, I have been President of the Board and be-
fore that Vice President for about a year.  I have been supported by a 
great group of volunteers. In the last year, we have had the addition of 
Chelsea working in the office. 

As many of you know, I had a small souvenir store until 2014. Yes that 
short endeavor into retail business gave me some insight into small 
businesses. I salute all small business owners as it is a difficult endeav-
or. Although that experience gave me some perspective, that isn’t 
enough. I am no longer a business owner and I believe the Board and 
the President of the Board needs to be a business owner to represent 
the interests of the various businesses represented by our members.  

We have a vibrant group of volunteers working as Board Members. The 
Board needs to be representative of the goals, interests and expecta-
tions of our business community, we need diverse input. We need you 
as Board members, as attendees at the monthly and annual meetings, 
as partners in our events, and to provide input (negative or positive) 
about how we function. 

As my term comes to a close in October 2018, we need members to 
step up to run for the position. In addition, we have committees that 
need help in organizing the events.  For us to do a better job marketing 
our members and the area, we need help on the marketing committee, 

similarly on the economic development committee.  

It has been a joy working with the Board and being President of the 
Chamber. As my term comes to an end, I want to know that someone 
will take the challenge to make the McCloud Chamber more productive 
and bring new perspective.  I hope that the work this Board and I have 
done over the years will not only continue but become the best Cham-
ber, Chamber Board and Visitor’s Center we can be. I look forward to 
hearing from you. 

Thank you. 

By Kimberly Paul 

A famous or rather, infamous historical McCloud structure needs your 
help in raising the funds necessary to restore and renovate it.  McCloud 
Community Services District (MCSD) acquired the Old McCloud Court-
house or “Jail” in August 2016 at the insistence of local residents 
through a quit claim deed approved by the Siskiyou County Board of 
Supervisors.  MCSD contracted with Ore-Cal RCD to assist MCSD and 
McCloud volunteers in creating the McCloud Courthouse Restoration 
Capitol Fundraising Plan through a Ford Family Foundation grant of 
$5,000.  The Capitol Fundraising Plan has been created through the 

diligent efforts of local community members.  The courthouse has been 
repaired enough to stabilize it enough to remain standing but requires 
planning, coordination, and extensive construction work to become a 
viable structure again.  MCSD needs volunteers to assist in the comple-
tion and implementation of the Capitol Fundraising Plan. The District 
has received over $35,000 to date in labor, materials and donations 
from the community utilized to stabilize and maintain the property to 
date.  Please contact the MCSD office if you are interested in contrib-
uting to the Restoration of the Old McCloud Courthouse or volunteer-
ing to implement the Capitol Fundraising Plan at (530) 964-2017 or via 
email at mcsd@ci.mccloudcsd.ca.us.  

tel:(530)%20964-2017
mailto:mcsd@ci.mccloudcsd.ca.us


 

 

By Chelsea Johnson 

The past six months have 
brought immense change 
to the dining landscape of 
our town. We are now 
home to 10 different res-
taurants, not including 
Reginato’s Deli and 
McCloud Market for on-the
-go options. While this may 
seem excessive, the truth 

is that each of these establishments has a unique dining experience to 
offer, and makes for a diverse and alluring restaurant industry within 
our small town! 

Locally-owned, our newest additions are The Hall & Old Mill Distillery 
and the McCloud Meat Market & Tavern. Both establishments serve 
spectacular dinners in warm, cozy atmospheres complete with full bars. 
The Old Mill Distillery features a historic, logging-themed menu of 
smoky, barbecue goodness, while the Tavern presents a menu that 
combines vibrant new flavors with classic favorites!   

The Sage Restaurant in the McCloud Hotel is our third Main Street din-
ner locale, and has long been revered for its quiet, sophisticated atmos-
phere and exquisite menu.  

For a quick breakfast or lunch, and a little jolt of caffeine, you cannot 

beat Kyody Coffee at both the Quincy Street and Mercantile locations. 
Aside from their tasty hand-crafted coffees, visitors can pick their pleas-
ure from a myriad of baked goods and house-made soups, salads, sand-
wiches, and more. If you are looking for more of a sit-down breakfast 
diner, the White Mountain Café on the north corner of the McCloud 
Mercantile is sure to fit the bill with a fresh menu from new owners!  

Across the Highway, McCloud harbors three equally enticing dining 
establishments. Siskiyou Brew Works in the Red Barn added diversity to 
our offerings when they brought us their delicious handcrafted pizzas 
and brews! Shasta View Grill, just down Squaw Valley Road from the 
Brewery and recently returned to previous owners Scott & Aubrey, is 
serving up our old dinner favorites in a renovated setting that is both 
woodsy and warm, and includes a full bar as well. The Reservoir Café at 
the McCloud Golf Course has a hearty breakfast and lunch menu that is 
sure to get your golf game, or other of your day’s endeavors, off on the 
right foot!  

We cannot neglect to mention Floyd’s Frosty, where you can feast on 
good, old-fashioned burgers and a rich milkshake for dessert! Those 
who are up for a little adventure will find it well worth the 15 minute 
drive to Bartle Lodge for a diner-style breakfast and lunch in the heart 
of the forest.  

Lastly, we must express our appreciation to Reginato’s Deli for continu-
ing to serve up the delicious deli sandwiches we all know and love, and 
the McCloud Market for providing McCloud with a local grocery store to 
keep our houses stocked and get us out of those late night dinner 
pinches!  

For a full list of the hours of operation for all Chamber-member restau-
rants, see our Restaurant Guide at www.mccloudchamber.com/eat.  

By Annette Spitsen 

Picture a bustling mill town with load after load of massive logs entering 
the mill pond. A flurry of activity later, and finished wood products 
emerge to be shipped out to a growing country. Hundreds of families 
work here and enjoy this picturesque town, with its surrounding natural 
beauty and recreational opportunities. 

Today, this view of McCloud might be difficult to imagine. Remnants of 
days gone by still exist, but to really grasp our history, many turn to the 
Heritage Junction Museum, with its many photos, artifacts, and printed 
materials to ignite the imagination. Locals and visitors of all ages spend 
time in this one-of-a-kind museum, and leave with a renewed apprecia-
tion of our fascinating past.   

However, to continue operation, we need your support. This organiza-
tion is volunteer-driven, so we welcome your time and talent to ensure 
its continued enjoyment. There are a number of ways you can show 
your support for the Heritage Junction Museum:  

1. Join as a member. Applications are available at the Chamber office. 
Yearly membership dues are $15.00 for individuals, $25.00 for family, 
$12.50 for Seniors (65+), $10.00 for students, and $100.00 for life. 

2. Volunteer as a docent. Docents are urgently needed from May 
through October, so that the Museum can remain open to the public 
with regular hours. Contact President, Sheri Burris at 530-964-2035 for 
more information or to volunteer. 

3. Attend monthly Board of Director meetings, held from May through 
November, to provide input. 

4. Participate in fundraisers. The operating funds are met through do-
nations by supporters, membership dues, merchandise sales, and fund-
raisers, including the annual Quilt Show and Melodrama. For more in-
formation about upcoming fundraisers, keep watch on both the Cham-
ber of Commerce and Museum websites. 

The Heritage Junction Museum is a cornerstone of this community. We 
thank you for your active participation to ensure it will continue to func-
tion in this role.  

http://www.mccloudchamber.com/eat
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