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Where dense forests and recreation abound ... The Shasta-Trinity National Forest east of McCloud is home to 
what is probably the most popular stretch of the McCloud River, and numerous other hubs of summer and 
winter recreation in Northern California.  

The mighty McCloud River finds its origins at Colby Meadows near the 
town of Bartle (about 16 miles east of McCloud on Hwy 89). Here, several 
spring-fed streams flow into the river’s upper watershed via springs, the 
most prominent of which being Big Springs. From here, the river receives 
additional flow from streams draining off the southern slope of Mount 
Shasta. Closer to town, you will find many popular access points for fishing, 
swimming, kayaking, and more. 

Lower Falls- The smallest and furthest downstream of the three falls, Lower Falls is  approximately 
12 ft. in height, though this changes seasonally and as run-off from the mountain increases and 
decreases throughout the year. This small cataract is ideal for folks looking for an easy jump into the 
river to cool off on those hot summer days! Accessible via paved road (5 miles east of McCloud on Hwy 
89). The McCloud River Falls Trail to Middle and Upper Falls starts here as well. 

Middle Falls- Middle Falls is perhaps the most picturesque of the three falls, and certainly the most 
imposing. Despite being wider and louder than the other two falls, Middle Falls provides a somewhat 
mroe tranquil setting for taking in the beauty of the falls and its surroundings. Accessible via trail or 
paved road. 

Upper Falls- About a half mile upstream from Middle Falls, Upper Falls flows from a trough carved 
out of a 50-foot high basalt wall, and the waterfall itself stands about 25 feet in height. Viewing this 
waterfall from above provides a unique view of the smooth dips and holes created by sheer power of 
the rushing waters. Accessible via trail or paved road. 

Lakin Dam- Following the paved road beyond Upper Falls, turn right at the four corners and a quarter 
mile down you will notice a dirt road leading off to the right that will take you to Lakin Dam. The quiet, 
bending pool is the result of an old concrete dam built in 1925 to provide water to McCloud’s former 
lumber mill. Locals enjoy this as a peaceful fishing locale.

Camp Four- An old logging camp turned Forest Service group camp, Camp 4 is open to the public for 
day use only, and is a delightful place to enjoy fishing and wading in the shallows. 

Cattle Camp- One of the absolute best swimming holes along the McCloud River, Cattle Camp offers an 
ideal location for families to spend an afternoon cooling off in the brisk river waters. PIcnic tables and 
a rope swing add to the appeal of this beautiful river destination. 

McCloud River

A small, long-established community about 16 miles east of McCloud 
on Hwy 89, Bartle is home to the locally-beloved Bartle Lodge, a 25 year 
old family restaurant that serves breakfast and lunch with a separate 
full bar. Bartle Lodge is a great stop for lunch on an afternoon journey to 
Burney or to the annual Intermountain Fair held in McArthur. Bartle itself 
is also the start and end point to the Geologic Loop Tour, a 60-mile loop 
made up by the Modoc Volcanic Scenic Byway and forest roads 43N48, 
44N75, and 49. Visit McCloud’s Forest Service Ranger Station for maps. 

Burney Falls 

The Great Shasta Rail Trail is a hiking and biking trail that links the town of 
McCloud and Burney, with 80 miles of red cinder trail in between. Formerly 
used as the railroad track that carried McCloud Railway lumber trains to 
Bartle in 1905 and onward to Burney in 1955. Today, 40 miles of the 80-mile 
trail are open to the public for non-motorized activities. Wind your way 
through the Shasta-Trinity and Lassen National Forests, and take in iconic 
local landmarks, including the Lake Britton Bridge which was featured in the 
1986 cult classic, “Stand By Me.”

Great Shasta Rail Trail

McCloud’s Snowmobile Park is located 5 miles down Pilgrim Creek road (right turn 2 miles east of 
town). It serves as a staging area for winter recreation and as a campground for the remainder of the 
year. The Snowmobile Park offers access to miles of groomed trails for snowmobiling, snowshoeing, 
cross-country skiing, etc. A warming hut can be found on site, which is open to public use. 

Pilgrim Creek Snowmobile Park

www.mccloudchamber.com

Bartle

A 45-minute drive to Burney Falls (inside the McArthur-Burney Falls State 
Park) will find you standing at the foot of what may be one of the state’s 
most beautiful cataracts. At 129-feet tall, Burney Falls is considerably larger 
than any of the three waterfalls in McCloud. A 1.3 mile trail circles the 
falls for a leisurely afternoon stroll, and there is a 121-site campground 
nearby for those looking to spend a couple days exploring the area.   

Modoc National Forest
The Modoc National Forest boasts an incredibly 
diverse terrain, ranging from mountains to pine 
forests to high desert plateaus. Named for the 
county in which it resides, this forest also holds 
many must-see attractions:

Lava Beds National Monument- Historically, eruptions from the Medicine Lake shield volcano gave way 
to the rugged Modoc landscape, in which a wide variety of volcanic features can be found. One of the 
most prominent of those features is that of the Lava Bed National Monument, consisting of over 700 
caves, Native American petroglyphs, historic battlefields such as Captain Jacks Stronghold, wildlife 
overlooks, and so much more. 

Medicine Lake- A beautiful lake hidden in the Modoc National Forest, Medicine Lake is a favorite 
day-trip for McCloud locals and tourists alike! Acessed via route 49, and often not passable in the 
winter months and sometimes right into spring, the lake is surrounded by scenic hills. Numerous 
campgrounds, picnic areas, and bathrooms make Medicine Lake a convenient and enjoyable summer 
getaway with the whole family. 

Glass Mountain- Glass Mountain is one of several rim volcanoes in the Modoc National Forest, and 
certainly the most impressive. This far-reaching obsidian flow covers the mountainside, and was 
historically used by Native Americans as an ideal locale for finding sharp stones to use as tools and 
in weapon making. Other rim volcanoes of the Medicine Lake Volcano include Mt. Hoffman, Medicine 
Mountain, Badger Peak, Grouse Hill, Red Shale Butte, and Lyons Peak. 

JOt Dean ice Cave
Right off of route 49, en route to Medicine Lake, can be found the little 
curiosity of Jot Dean Ice Cave. A preview of what can be found at the Lava 
Beds National Monument just 20 miles further, Jot Dean Ice Cave does not 
have a ladder or staircase but can still be easily accessed, just watch for loose 
rocks. Large icicles hanging from the cave ceiling are the result of the cold air 
collected in the cave, and often, the contrast in temperature above and below 
the surface allows these and other ice formations to survive throughout the 
warm summer months. 


